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1th September 2021  

  
Dear Parents and Carers  
  
Welcome back to all our families and a warm welcome to those who will be joining us for the first time this year.  I 
hope that you have had a lovely summer and looking forward to returning to school on Monday 6th September 2021.  

  
In light of new government guidelines regarding the lifting of stringent COVID restrictions, this letter aims to update 
parents with school procedures for the start of the autumn school term.   

  
We are aware that COVID is still amongst us and there are a variety of variants around.  Safeguarding our school 
community remains a priority.  While face coverings are no longer mandatory, parents, staff and pupils who wish to 
wear them, may do so within the school grounds.   

 
Testing  
As we enter the final week of the summer holiday, we are asking all secondary pupils including those new to Year 7 
to take a lateral flow test the week before they return to school and another one in the week that they return. 

The test is straightforward to carry out; the kit will come with clear step-by-step instructions.  Ideally the test should 
be taken in the morning but, if this is not possible, it can be taken at another time of day.  The LFT gives results in 
around 30 minutes and parents should report the result (whether positive, negative or void) to NHS Test and Trace 
as soon as they have the result either online or by telephone.  The details are in the kit.  We would also be grateful 
if you could share the result with us by entering this email address: testandtrace@josephclarke.waltham.sch.uk. 

Please feel free to collect the kit at the school reception on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September.  

Start and End of the School Day   
The school day starts at 8:50am. The school gates will be open between 8:45am – 8:55am. Parents will be able to 
access the school grounds when dropping and collecting children at the start and end of the school day. Face 
coverings are no longer required however, may be worn as deemed necessary.  

The school day finishes at 3:20pm. Parents will be able collect their children from the playground at the end of the 
school day.   
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Bubbles   
Children will no longer be working in class bubbles. We will resume the usual break and lunchtime rotas, where 
children will be able to mix across classes and year groups in the playground.   

Assemblies and performances will resume. Parents will be able to attend performances, assemblies and meetings in 
the school where invited.   

The children will no longer have lunch in their classrooms, we will be using the school Hall again. Pupils will be 
required to wash their hands before and after eating.  

Any decision to reintroduce the bubbles will be shared with parents and carers. We will not reintroduce bubbles 
unnecessarily, unless advised by NHS or Public Health for specific outbreaks, in which case they will be reinstated for 
only the necessary groups for a specific time.   

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club will resume on the 13th September 2021.  Children will be able to access the equipment and resources 
both indoors and outdoors. At this current time the school has limited places and will prioritise pupils whose parents 
have work commitments or other children to take to school.  Parents who wish their children to attend the breakfast 
club will need to contact the school.  

Trips   
 The trips planned for the Autumn term will be local trips. These will be carried out where linked to the curriculum 
and will be within a 30-minute walk or local bus ride from the school. We will reassess the provision for spring term 
trips later in the school year.  

Personal Hygiene  
COVID hygiene remains, as recommended by the government guidelines.   Personal hygiene continues to play a 
fundamental role in reducing the transmission of the virus. We will continue to ensure good COVID hygiene for every 
one by:  
  
• Continuing to promote frequent hand washing with soap and water or hand sanitiser.  
• Promoting good respiratory hygiene -the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very 

               important.  
• Using personal protective equipment (PPE) where appropriate.  
• Ensuring classrooms and communal areas are well ventilated.   

Classrooms will continue to have a wipe down box of cleaning equipment (including antibacterial wipes, sanitising 
spray, cloths and gloves) areas for staff to use.    

COVID 19 Control Measures  
The school has the following control measures in place:  

  
• Promoting good hygiene for everyone.  
• Maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes.  
• Keeping occupied spaces well ventilated.  
• Following public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19.  
• Continuing with bi-weekly asymptomatic tests for staff. This will be reviewed by the government           

later in the term.   

Children should not come into school if they have symptoms of COVID 19 or have had a positive test result. Anyone 

who has symptoms is advised to take a PCR test and to self-isolate until they have the results. If negative, they can 



return to school when they feel well enough. If the result is positive, they will need to self-isolate for 10 days, 

following the government guidelines.   

If anyone develops COVID-19 symptoms while in school, however mild, we will call parents and send them home. 

Children will need to take a PCR test.    

Children are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or if they are 
a close contact of someone with COVID-19. Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace and advised to 
take a PCR test. We would encourage all pupils to take a PCR test if advised to do so.   

The school has updated the COVID risk assessment, which will be available for parents on the school website.    

We have developed a contingency plan which outlines the actions to be taken if children or staff test positive for 
COVID-19, and the plans that would be implemented if advised to take extra measures to help break chains of 
transmission. This will include the possibility that in some local areas it may become necessary to reintroduce 
‘bubbles’ or face masks for a temporary period, to reduce mixing between groups.   

We look forward to seeing you on the 6th September.  

Best wishes. 

 
Lorraine Boyse 
Acting Principal 
  
 

 

 

 

 


