
 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage - Rationale 

The four EYFS Principles that underpin practice at Joseph Clarke School  

- unique child 

- positive relationships  

- enabling environments 

- learning and development  

All pupil progress and develop at different rates and learn in different ways. Developing the unique child and 

providing support and care within an enabling environment conducive to learning underpins the EYFS at 

Joseph Clarke School. The environment is safe, stimulating and adapted to meet the individual needs of 

pupils.  By having high but achievable expectations each pupil can be supported to develop independence, 

self- confidence and make progress. Pupils at Joseph Clarke often need to be offered other ways of accessing 

and communicating about experiences and activities, some needing modified resources or assistive 

technology so that they can learn and achieve.  

Many, but not all of our activities are adult led but the principles behind the EYFS are reflected in our practice. 

Some activities are chosen by the pupil with activities taking place in class, small groups or on a 1:1 basis. 

Learning opportunities occur both indoors and outdoors.  

Close observation enables practitioners to learn about what the pupils want, like and need, this helps our 

understanding and planning of the multi-sensory, multi-path approaches. In this way the engaging and 

motivating learning experiences that our pupils need can be planned for and provided. This in turn links to 

their development, interactions and the amount and type of support they need.  

Positive relationships for pupils and staff within the setting ensure everyone is respected, feels happy, safe, 

secure and understood. In this way pupils will have the confidence to develop friendships and explore the 

wider world around them, not just stay within the familiarity of known settings and experiences. 

Relationships which the children develop in the Early Years, with each other and with staff, are central to 

their happiness and will lay the best possible foundation for them to become independent lifelong learners. 

High quality, skilful interactions and observations by experienced staff members support high quality 

provision and planning. Positive relationships when working in partnership with families is essential 

alongside close working partnerships with professionals such as Occupational Therapists, Speech Therapists, 

Physiotherapists, medical experts and Psychologists to gain a greater understanding of the pupil, their 

strengths and needs. 

 

The EYFS Framework and Areas of Learning 

 

Teaching at Joseph Clarke School is delivered in accordance with the government’s statutory document ’The 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage’ (September 2021). The EYFS Framework 

recognises three key areas of learning and development, called ‘prime areas’ that provide the foundation 

for successful future development. The ‘Prime Areas’ are ‘Personal, Social & Emotional Development’, 

‘Physical Development’ and ‘Communication & Language’. The ‘Specific Areas’ are ‘Literacy’, ‘Mathematics’, 

‘Understanding the World’ and ‘Expressive Arts & Design’ and are in addition to the prime areas.  



 

At Joseph Clarke School we also place importance on the development of characteristics of effective learning, 

executive function and self- regulation which enable pupils to plan, focus attention, remember instructions 

and jumble multiple tasks successfully. 

 

 Area Helps children to: / Gives opportunities to: 

Prime 

Areas 

(Nursery 

focus)  

Communication and language 
(Underpins all areas of learning) 

- experience a high-quality language rich environment  

- develop vocabulary  

-develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves  

- speak and listen in a range of situations 

Personal, social, and emotional 

development 
(Essential for happy, healthy lives) 

- develop a positive sense of themselves and others 

- form positive relationships and develop respect for others  

- develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings 

- persist and wait for what they want 

- have confidence in their own abilities 

Physical development 
(Vital for all-round development – happy, 

healthy, active lives promoting physical and 

emotional well-being) 

- be active and develop core strength, stability, balance, co-

ordination control, movement, spatial awareness and agility 

- develop their positional awareness 

-fine motor - develop proficiency, control and confidence 

- understand and make healthy choices 

Specific 

Areas 
Literacy development 
(Develop a lifelong love of reading) 

- gain a love of rhymes, stories, poems and reading  

- link sounds and letters  

- read (decode, recognition familiar words & comprehension)  

-write, both spelling & handwriting (transcription) , 

articulating & structuring of ideas (composition) 

Mathematics 
(Develop a strong grounding in number) 

- be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding 

of numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the 

patterns within those numbers 

-use and apply understanding 

- develop spatial reasoning skills in all areas including shape, 

space and measures 

Understanding the world 
(Make sense of their physical world and their 

community) 

- gain knowledge and sense of the world around them 

through experiences and literature 

-explore, observe and find out about people, cultures, places, 

and the environment within our diverse world  

Expressive arts and design 
(Development of artistic and cultural awareness) 

- explore and play with a wide range of media and materials  

- receive a wide range of high-quality experiences to develop 

their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability 

to communicate their thoughts, ideas & feelings through the 

arts such as art, music, dance, role play, design and 

technology 

 

 

 



 

The Characteristics of Learning underpin learning and development across all areas and support the 

children to remain effective and motivated learners. 

 

Playing and exploring 

 

Developing these skills and attitudes involves using multi-sensory approaches to enable 

pupils to have access, engage in and learn from activities.  

Pupils are supported in their experiences and to widen them by moving on from a familiar 

or favourite activity or to develop their play within that activity further. We build 

challenges into our planning and into our activities and support pupils to persist. 

Active learning 

 

Creating and thinking critically 

 

 

The Curriculum at Joseph Clarke School supports the pupils to: 

 

- focus their attention on resources and experiences that they can access, enjoy and find engaging 

- take part in a variety of play-based and adult led opportunities that support every area of learning 

- learn and develop key skills, knowledge and attitudes within a structured, planned progression 

- have the key skills, knowledge and attitudes to move on to the next stage of their learning 

towards independence and positive future life experiences 

 

Factors considered when planning a curriculum and progression relating to pupils with vision impairment 

include understanding: 

- the visual and learning needs of each child 

- how children learn, with a strong focus on learning by doing 

- what children with vision impairment will need in order to become confident learners with an enthusiasm 

to achieve at their own level  

- long-term learning needs which will prepare pupils for a fulfilling and successful future beyond school  

- how to support the very early stages of this and the progression towards end goals 

- what has been successful in the past and build on this  

- the importance of knowledge of the local area and community which can be used effectively to give 

meaning to learning 

- the importance of a cross-curricular approach enabling opportunities for revisiting and consolidating skills 

which can be generalised to other areas of learning  

 

Adults support the pupils through: 

 

- providing a personalised transition into the setting following discussion with families taking account of 

the needs of each pupil 

- building excellent relationships with them and their families 

- enabling a high-quality, language rich environment with communication tailored to individual needs 



 

- observing and assessing them then adapting the curriculum and resources accordingly 

- observing and assessing them so experiences can build on existing knowledge and understanding to 

provide challenge, stimulation and extension of learning and development  

- adapting the environment and approach to meet sensory and physical needs 

- providing stimulating, accessible environments which promote curiosity, interest and motivation to learn 

- giving opportunities to learn off site 

- modelling positive behaviour and setting clear boundaries to support behaviour for learning 

 

By the time they move to Key Stage 1 we aim that the pupils will: 

 

· feel settled, safe and secure with familiar adults and peers and in their surroundings   

· accept and enjoy the company of other people 

· be developing their ability to communicate their needs 

· enjoy and engage in a range of learning opportunities  

· be active learners and able to make choices  

· confidently access the curriculum at their own level within their appropriate pathway 

· have developed the early stages of self- advocacy         

 

Assessment 

 

Ongoing assessment is an essential aspect of the effective running of the EYFS setting at Joseph Clarke 

School. Regular, planned and focused assessments are made of children’s learning and individual needs. 

Individual progress of each child is tracked with the EYFS Framework and Development Matters descriptors 

(2021) in mind as well and in-house assessment procedures which also record emerging skills in the early 

years at the pace of the individual. Learning Journals show the wide variety of experiences and progression 

of learning for each pupil and parental contributions are valued. 

Children are baselined within 6 weeks of entry to the Foundation Stage and then assessment is on-going. On 

entry to Reception Year pupils take part in the Reception Baseline Assessment. In many cases the 

Development Matters descriptors are used to help review progress. Teachers complete the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Profile at the end of Reception Year, with some pupils achieving the Early Learning Goals 

for some areas of learning in preparation for entry to Key Stage 1. Assessment information is passed on to 

the next teacher. 

 


